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1. FROM THE BRITISH ARSENAL TO THE SPANISH

ARSENAL .
XVII TO XIX CENTURIES

1.1. MARITIME TRADE.

Uln 1621 the British first used the port of Mahon as a
stopover on their trade routes in the Mediterranean

Admiral Mansell arranged the port as a base for his navy
& marines, to defend the maritime trade from the

Barbary pirates .

In 1669 the British established the first British Arsenal on
the south side of the harbour. Under the cliffs of Mahdn.






1.2. THE BRITISH PERIODS OF COLONISATION

In 1708 General Stanhope takes the Castle of San
Felipe and the island of Menorca during the War of
Spanish Succession for the Archduke Charles of Austria.
In 1709 Admiral George Byng created the Royal Naval
base on the south side of the harbour.

In 1713, by the Treaty of Utrecht, Menorca is ratified as
a British sovereign colony. The start of the first of the
British periods.

In 1715 Admiral Baker, (under Governor Richard
Kane) commences the building of extensive docks
on the north side and moves the stores, masts,
sail making, blacksmithing, etc . etc.



X







In 1756 Menorca was invaded by France. The Naval Base is
left virtually abandoned

In 1763 the Treaty of Paris dictates France return the island
of Minorca to the British,. So commences the second period
of British colonial rule.

In 1765 the British purchased Saffron Island and, to expand
the Naval Base, commenced the construction of a series of
buildings. (now Pinto Island).

When completed the remainder of services where moved
from the south to the north shore. I.
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